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1. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF DOMINICAN CENTER FOR EXPORT 
PROMOTION (CEDOPEX), FERNANDO PERICHE, ACCOMPANIED BY 
CEDOPEX ADVISER RAMON PEREZ AND OCTAVIO FIALLO, DOMINICAN 
EMBASSY ATTACHE, CALLED AT DEPARTMENT AUGUST 23 TO 
DISCUSS TRADE QUESTIONS. 

2. PERICHE EXPRESSED GREAT INTEREST IN THE PRESENT 
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STATUS OF THE U.S. GSP PRODUCT LIST. HE WAS ASSURED THAT 
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SUCH LIST WAS NOW BEING PREPARED AND THAT USG WAS TAKING 
LATIN AMERICAN PRIORITIES IN THE AREA OF GENERALIZED 
PREFERENCES VERY SERIOUSLY. DOMINICANS INFORMED US THAT 
THEIR GSP WANT-LIST WHICH WE HAD RECEIVED VIA OAS 
SECRETARIAT IS INCOMPLETE. PERICHE PROMISED TO SUBMIT 
COMPLETE LIST ASAP VIA EMBASSY SANTO DOMINGO. 

3. DEPT. OFFICER TOLD PERICHE THAT THE TRADE REFORM ACT 
WAS STILL BEING CONSIDERED BY THE SENATE FINANCE 
COMMITTEE. AND THAT CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL WAS EXPECTED 
BY EARLY FALL, ESPECIALLY IN LIGHT OF THE PRESIDENT'S 
STRONG INTEREST IN THE BILL. 

4. DOMINICANS ALSO RAISED TRADE PROBLEM THEY HAVE BEEN 

EXPERIENCING WITH PUERTO RICO OVER IMPLEMENTATION OF 
THEIR QUOTE TRADE AGREEMENT UNQUOTE. CLAIMING THAT 
BARRIERS RAISED BY PUERTO RICO TO CERTAIN AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTS UNDER THE AGREEMENT WERE IMPORTANT TO DR. 
PERICHE OBSERVED THAT THE MATTER WAS NOT WIDELY KNOWN 
OR PROPERLY UNDERSTOOD BY USG OFFICIALS. HE ASSERTED 
THAT PUERTO RICO HAS ESTABLISHED QUOTA SYSTEM TO REGU- 
LATE AGRICULTURAL IMPORTS. WHILE REGULATIONS WERE NOT 
DIRECTED TOWARD SPECIFIC COUNTRIES, THEY HAVE HAD VERY 
SEVERE EFFECT ON DOMINICAN TRADE WITH PUERTO RICO. 
SUPPLIERS FROM DR AND OTHER COUNTRIES HAVE GOTTEN AROUND 
REGULATION BY SHIPPING GOODS THROUGH MIAMI SO THAT 
PRODUCTS ENTER PUERTO RICO AS INTERNAL COMMERCE. 

BUT THIS IS COSTLY. IN DOMINICAN VIEW, IMPLEMENTATION 
OF THESE REGULATIONS, TIMING AND METHOD OF DETERMINING 
QUOTA FIGURES AND A HIGH INSPECTION CHARGE CONSTITUTE 
NON-TARIFF BARRIERS. THEY CLAIMED GODR EFFORTS OVER THE 
LAST THREEYEARS TO MEET WITH PUERTO RICANS AND RESOLVE 
DIFFERENCES HAVE BEEN UNSUCCESSFUL. PERICHE IMPLIED THAT 
DR IS NOW SERIOUSLY CONSIDERING RAISING MATTER IN GATT. 
DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS PROMISED TO INVESTIGATE THIS 
PROBLEM AND SEE WHAT, IF ANYTHING, CAN BE DONE TO 
REMEDY IT. DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING 
EMBASSY COMMENTS. 
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5. MEETING PREVIOUS DAY WITH STR OFFICIALS COVERED SAME 
POINTS. IN THAT MEETING PERICHE SAID COMPLAINT OVER 
DISPUTE WITH PUERTO RICO WOULD BE RAISED IN GATT. KISSINGER 
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